
AIM: To show that Jesus was a real historical character, but the
Christian faith believes him to be much more than that.

YOU WILL NEED: Bibles
Actual Reality CD
Computer
LCD Projector (depending on size of the group)
OHP/flipchart
Photocopies of worksheets for each person.
Two black cloaks and courtroom wigs.
Two tables, a dock(maybe a pulpit)
Chairs set in two rows as for a jury.
Worksheets

[SET THE SCENE]: This session could be done as a courtroom scene.
Set the room as a courtroom with jurors area, dock and prosecution and defence tables.
Ask one member of the group to act as Jesus in the dock; you will also need a
prosecution and defence lawyer. The rest of the group are the jury.

CD: Follow these screen clicks to get to the car:

[A character starts speaking in the rear view mirror. Raising the issue of the prophets
foretelling Jesus life –  but the Bible says he was more than a man.]

INFORMATION: (Defence Evidence submitted)

The book of Isaiah was written 500 years before Jesus was born.
In Isaiah alone there are 322 prophecies describing Jesus’ birth, life, death and
resurrection.
The probability of one man, at one time fulfilling all 322 is 1/84 x 100 or
1:84000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000000000000

In other words it doesn’t happen everyday!!

WATCH: You may like to show a clip from the Son of God series broadcast 2001/2 – available to
buy from the Jerusalem Trust

WORKSHEETS: Ask the ‘jury’ to do worksheets No.1.

Submit the worksheets as evidence for the defence. This could be done by addressing
the dock and asking question like:
“Did you on the Sabbath stand before the temple and say that ‘The Spirit of the sovereign
Lord…’ (Isaiah 61:1-2/Luke 4:18)

LESSON 2:
HISTORICAL



INFORMATION: (The Prosecution enters an objection)
“Your honour, the defendants evidence is wholly dependant on written evidence that
could well have just been made up by anyone.”

(The Defence’s reply)
The very thought that the written evidence – the Bible is made up is ludicrous.

Would anyone argue that Caesar’s life is a made up story? (face the jury and ask them
“How do we know what he did, when, why and how?”  Answers – archaeology, writings,
coins etc.

(Defence Evidence Submitted)  Look at worksheet 2.

Explain that Caesar kept a diary of his wars. Historians trust that the number of copies of
the original we have gives good evidence that it is accurate. Go through the sheet with
them make sure they understand what it is saying.

Go through the NT details write the details on an OHP or flipchart so the jury can copy
them onto their worksheets.

At this point also submit the evidence of three independent witnesses as quoted by

F J Hort, probably the greatest textual critic ever “In the variety and fullness of the
evidence on which it rests, the texts of the New Testament stands absolutely and
unapproachably alone among ancient prose.”

Sir Fredrick Kenyon, a leading scholar in the area . “Both in authenticity and the general
integrity of the  books of the New Testament can be regarded as finally established.”

CD: (Prosecution Evidence Submitted)

Perhaps the prosecution is willing to concede that Jesus  did exists, but that does not tell
us who He was – after all many religions believe that Jesus existed.
In the car, click on the three dashboard dials.
Three statements regarding how Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism see Jesus will appear.

(Defence Evidence)
Submit to the court an objection – and click on the centre of the steering wheel.

INFORMATION: Explain what incarnation means.
Webster’s Dictionary – ‘The embodiment of a god/spirit in human form’.
Jesus was more than just god in a body, he was 100% God and 100% man.

[CLOSING STATEMENTS]: The prosecution and defence make closing statements

DISCUSS: Ask the jury to retire to consider the evidence.
Lead them in a discussion.
You may like to announce the final verdict
Explain that as a group they have decided what they think – but Jesus wants us to make a
personal decision as well.



LESSON 2:
WORKSHEET

Look up the Old Testament prophecies and try and think of

how Jesus fulfilled them. Try and find a New Testament

passage to show the prophecy has been fulfilled.

1. Isaiah 11:1 NT Ref:

HOW?

2. Isaiah 53:3 NT Ref:

HOW?

3. Isaiah 53:5 NT Ref:

HOW?

4. Isaiah 53:7 NT Ref:

HOW?

5. Isaiah 61:1�2 NT Ref:

HOW?

6. Micah 5:2 NT Ref:

HOW?



LESSON 2:
WORKSHEET

JOSEPHUS, A JEWISH HISTORIAN DESCRIBES JESUS AND HIS
FOLLOWERS LIKE THIS:

F J HORT, PROBABLY THE GREATEST TEXTUAL CRITIC
EVER SAYS:

� IN THE VARIETY AND FULLNESS OF THE EVIDENCE ON
WHICH IT RESTS, THE TEXT OF THE N.T. STANDS
ABSOLUTELY AND UNAPPROACHABLY ALONE AMONG
ANCIENT PROSE.�

SIR FREDERIC KENYON, A LEADING SCHOLAR IN THIS
AREA SAID:

�BOTH THE AUTHENTICITY AND THE GENERAL INTEGRITY
OF THE BOOKS OF THE N.T. MAY BE REGARDED AS
FINALLY ESTABLISHED.�

WORK WHEN EARLIEST TIME SPAN NO .OF
WRITTEN COPIES YEARS COPIES

CAESAR�S
GALLIC
WAR 58-50 BC AD 900 950  9-10

NEW
TESTAMENT

About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought to call
him a man. For he was one who performed surprising deeds and was a
teacher of such people as accept the truth gladly. He won over many Jews
and many of the Greeks. He was the Messiah. And when, upon the
accusation of the principal men among us, Pilate had condemned him to a
cross, those who had first come to love him did not cease. He appeared to
them spending a third day restored to life, for the prophets of God had
foretold these things and a thousand other marvels about him. And the tribe
of the Christians, so called after him, has still to this day not disappeared.
- Jewish Antiquities, 18.3.3



Worksheet 2

Worksheet 1

Look up the Old Testament prophecies and try and think of how Jesus fulfilled them.
Try and find a New Testament passage to show the prophecy has been fulfilled.

1. Isaiah 11:1 NT Ref: Matthew 1:1-16 (shows Mary’s bloodline to David)
Luke 3:23-32 (shows Josephs inheritance line to David)

2. Isaiah 53:3 NT Ref: Mark 15:16-20,

3. Isaiah 53:5 NT Ref: John 19:1

4. Isaiah 53:7 NT Ref: Mark 15:61

5. Isaiah 61:1–2 NT Ref: Luke 4:18

6. Micah 5:2 NT Ref: Matthew 2:2

LESSON 2:
WORKSHEET ANSWERS

WHEN EARLIEST TIME SPAN NO .OF
WRITTEN COPIES YEARS COPIES

CAESAR�S
GALLIC
WAR 58-50 BC AD 900 950  9-10

NEW
TESTAMENT AD40-100 AD130 30-90

(a fragment of
John�s Gospel)

AD350 300 5,000+ Greek
(full manuscript) 10,000 Latin

9,300 others


