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The story of Adam and Eve has got to be one of the MOST known, discussed, DEBATED, and argued about Bible stories of all time.  
Even people who don’t read the Bible  know the story and argue about it. 

 And lately it has even crept into political slogans and protest signs: 
“God created Adam and Eve, not Adam and STEVE.” ...Which by the way is technically not correct. God created everybody --including Steve.  
But that’s another sermon for another day -for Reverend Jim.

Images and Metaphors from this story permeate our culture and language and songs:
Forbidden fruit

Garden of Eden

Tree of Knowledge

Tree of Life 

Wearing a Fig leaf

Snake in the grass

Paradise Lost

You know that tv commercial they had a while back where the guy is on his computer for a really l-o-n-g time, and gets to one final website that says “you have reached the end of the internet” 

Some people think studying the Bible is like that. You get to know a story so well you wonder -What more is there to say?  You’ve heard it all.

And if ever there was a story in the Bible we knew well, maybe this one is “it”  --perhaps we have reached the end of the story of Adam and Eve too.
But no, it’s not true. If it WERE true, this would be a very short sermon, 
and you’re not that lucky today.
I want to talk for a few minutes about the stuff in the story NOBODY ever seems to talk about. –not the stuff everyone always talks about and already knows about.....  But the stuff nobody ever seems to talk about.
For example, 
After Adam and Eve have eaten the forbidden fruit, 

WHY DOES GOD WAIT UNTIL THE EVENING BREEZE 
TO COME LOOKING FOR ADAM & EVE.  
Why did God wait? They had done wrong earlier in the day. 
The Bible doesn’t say HOW MUCH earlier, ...but they had plenty of time to sew together fig leaves and loincloths for themselves. 
And I know that if I had to make underwear for Myself, it would take at least a couple of hours and a few bandaids. And THEY had to go out and invent needle and thread.   

What’s God doing WAITING until the evening breeze to come looking for them? 

Now, as an aside here....  I don’t want you getting’ the wrong idea about me. I don’t think this story is a record of historical events. 
I’m a Presbyterian, --born, baptized, raised, trained, ordained, and preaching. 
You can believe what you want about the historicity of Adam & Eve, 

EVEN if it is wrong.

But what I think we can ALL agree on is that the fellas who wrote these stories, were truly inspired by God.  This is inspired writing. And this God waiting til the evening breeze is as inspired as you can find.
God doesn’t jump out shouting A-HA ! CAUGHT YOU --like he’s been hiding in the closet watching the whole thing.    
God is not a pouncer or a cop hiding in the bushes with a radar sin gun.  
God is God, --he waits for us to come to him first. 
I know that’s the truth, because I’m a parent too, just like God. 
And every parent out here understands why God waited for Adam and Eve. 
He’s giving them time to summon up the courage to come to him and admit they were wrong.

Some people read the story of Adam and Eve and see an angry God. 
I read it, and see God waiting until the evening breeze, 
until the cool of the day            waiting for me, waiting for you.

A couple of weeks ago Pastor Jim preached a wonderful sermon at our outdoor worship about how many of the Bible’s stories, the Prodigal Son, the Lost Sheep, are really ALL ABOUT GOD --and not so much about us 

as we have grown up thinking they were. 

--Of course the sheep will get lost. Happens to every sheep given enough time. No surprise there.
--Of course our sons and daughters might become prodigals or might be jealous siblings unwilling to forgive the prodigals. 
--And of course Adam and Eve are going to eat that forbidden fruit. It’s no big secret. You can see it coming a mile away because Adam & Eve aren’t God –they’re human.
--And of course they are going to blame each other, and then blame the serpent.

And what’s more, I think God knew they were in trouble the minute he started planting that tree. 
God is no dummy! 
He’s knows they are weak. 
He knows we are weak.

The world is FULL of temptations, and this might come as a shock to SOME of you, but the story of Adam & Eve tells us God made it that way.
Why did God made the world like he did? People have spent their lives on mountaintops trying to figure that out. Too bad they didn’t just read what the Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 5 –the best explanation for why God created a world in which the possibility of sin exists:   
“suffering produces endurance,  
and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us.” 

When we mess up, God wants us to fess up. 
And he gives us time to do that.

But we, of course, go diving in the bushes.

Which brings me to the second thing in this story nobody ever talks about.

God waits til the evening breeze, and when he comes walking toward them, they don’t stand up, 
So...he starts calling to them.

“Adam, Eve, where are you?”
Do you think God doesn’t know where they are?!!!
God KNOWS. 
When he shouts “Adam, Eve”  God knows! 
He knows where we are, and what we’ve done. 
You can’t get nuthin’ past God. 
So what’s the point of hiding? 

If you read all the classic theological works and famous commentaries on the story of Adam and Eve, they will tell you that the sin of Adam and Eve was eating the forbidden fruit.  --But I don’t think so. 
Adam and Eve’s truly BIG MISTAKE was trying to hide their sin from God.

And this is the sin which the ancients described as so embedded in us –they thought it was part of our bloodline. “Original Sin” they named it. 
It is something that gets passed down like a genetic defect to each succeeding generation. 
And once again, as a father, I truly understand the concept of original sin.  
It first manifests itself when they’re sitting in their highchair spitting greenbeans back at you.

Then it’s greenbeans shoved under the mashed potatos. 
And as they get older they get more sophisticated, and they pine for a doggie to love –so they can feed their greenbeans to it. 
And pretty soon the greenbeans become all sorts of other problems they don’t want to fess up to.

They think we don’t know, that we can’t see, that we don’t understand.

My dear children, I do understand, more than I’m willing to admit.

And God understands.

I was trained to think of Original Sin as a dark problem but the concept also shows a little bit of God’s dark humor. Because one day the little greenbean spitters move out, get married, and have kids of their own, ....and the circle of life and sin    starts all over again. 
This is what the Bible means when it say the sins of the father are visited upon his children and their children. 
God didn’t design the world to get us to eat our greenbeans. 
He designed it to demonstrate himself, --the amazing power of his forgiveness and love,

And our need for his guidance. 

God’s world isn’t about trying to be perfect, it’s about being accountable, it’s about restoring what’s broken. 
It’s about fessing up  when you mess up.

That’s how you grow, that’s how you learn to love more deeply. That’s what this too familiar story is really trying to tell us.
In Sunday School over the years I have often asked my students this question when we study this story: 
“How would this story have ended differently  if when God said ‘where are you?’  Adam and Eve had simply stood up and said, “where here, and we’re sorry, and we need your help.”
It’s a great question. Something to talk about over lunch today.
How do you get over your pride and shame and apologize to God.

But of course.... they don’t....  Adam and Eve blame each other, then the serpent, and so God gets angry.  What parent wouldn’t?

“That’s it, you’re grounded from the garden!

And what’s more --there are chores to do.” 

Adam and Eve are both punished with Labor Pains of different sorts and thrown out of the garden.  

And THAT is about ALL which most people remember about this last part of the story. Adam and Eve get thrown out of the garden. So maybe this would be a good place to end this sermon, right?
No, you’re still not that lucky.  
The story doesn’t end with God being angry and throwing them out of the garden.

Instead, God does three very interesting things at the end of this story that nobody ever seems to talk about.  
And yet, they are perhaps the most important part of this story.
First, before throwing them out of the Garden, God makes CLOTHING for Adam and Eve. Genesis 3 verse 21:  “And God made garments of skin for the man and for his wife, and he clothed them.”

What a scary God!  “Adam, what’s your inseam? “
And remember, this first set of clothes was to cover up our proverbial SHAME.   ( God helps us be less ashamed of ourselves, 

even though they --we don’t deserve it.
Second... And this conclusion isn’t actually in the text, but we know it’s there because the Bible says so in many other places....    
God goes WITH Adam & Eve 
–God goes with them into the difficult world he created for them. 
God did not stay in the Garden. 
God doesn’t abandon us. 
Adam and Eve’s descendants have God as their pillar of fire and cloud of smoke.  
And eventually as Jesus,  our God lives with us -in the flesh, saying “come to me -all who labor, and I will give you rest.”   --and I will always be with you, even to the close of the age.
....All who labor.... 
That is so cool. 
“Here are clothes. Let me help you. Let me lift the burden from you, 

I won’t ever leave you.”
The last amazing thing I see in this story –at least for now, is this: 
God puts an angel with a flaming sword at the entrance of the Garden of Eden. If this were a church play, it’s who’d I’d want to be. It’s one of the coolest images in the Old Testament, --a Terminator Angel standing their with a lightsaber, saying “You won’t be Back.”

But the truth is, we will!      We will get back.

All of us. 
God promises us that in his Covenant with us, 
And in the Resurrection promise. 
The Kingdom of God is for all of God’s children, 

…even the defective children of Adam and Eve.
In the story of Adam and Eve, God is telling us to 
· Stop hiding in the bushes.

· Step forward and take responsibility for your life.

· And ask for God’s help.

It’s not easy, 
but the hope it will produce  -will not disappoint.
Isn’t it amazing, that right here at the beginning of the Bible 
we hear the Gospel.

Amen. 
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